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CLVI. [Sheridan.]

SWIFT TO Miss ALICE HILL

[November^ I7I2.1

MADAM,

I WAS commanded some days ago to do what I had
long a mind to, but avoided because I would not offend
your prudence, or strain your eyes.2 But my Lord Masham
assures me there is no danger of either; and that you have
courage enough to read a letter, though it comes from a
man, provided it be one of no consequence, which his Lord-
ship would insinuate to be my case; but I hope you will
not affront me so highly as to understand it so. There is
not a grain of news in this town, or five miles about it,
worth sending you; and what we receive from Windsor is
full as insignificant, except the accounts of the Queen's
health, and your housekeeping. We are assured that you
keep a constant table, and that your guests leave you with
full stomachs and full pockets; that Dr. Arbuthnot some-
times leaves his beloved green cloth, to come and receive
your chidings, and pick up your money. We intend
shortly to represent your case to my Lord Treasurer, as
what deserves commiseration: but we hope the matter is
already settled between his Lordship and you, and that you
are instructed to be thus magnificent, in order to carry on
the cause. We reckon his Lordship's life is now secure,
since a combination of bandboxes and inkhorns, the engines
of late times, were employed in vain to destroy him.3 He

1  The references in this letter, which has been hitherto dated May
or July 1712, to the band-box plot and to Lady Masham indicate that
it must have been written early in November.

2  The Court had not yet left Windsor, and Miss Hill (sujfira, p. 336,
n. 5) was filling not only her own place but that of her sister, Lady
Masham, who was at that time unable to be in attendance.

3  When telling Stella of his opening the box, Swift says: " A gentle-
man told me that, if I had been killed, the Whigs would have called it
a judgment, because the barrels were of inkhorns, with which I had
done them so much mischief" (" Prose Works," ii, 394). Wyon believes
(op. at., ii, 418) that there was a deliberate attempt to kill Oxford.  He
says that Swift only escaped through cutting the cord which was tied
round the box, with a penknife.  If the cord had been slipped off as
was intended, the trigger would have been pulled.e last twice. I
